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FOREWORD

Education is a prerequisite for both individual and national development. It
prepares children to play their future roles effectively in an attempt to
promote and sustain a country’s socio-economic development. Nothing is
more difficult in the field of education than to plan and develop an
appropriate curriculum that addresses the prevailing political and socio-
economic challenges to achieve the goals set for the individual and national
development.

Every parent would like his/her child to develop to the full status of an adult
with a sound mind and body, and acquire appropriate knowledge and skills
that will enable the child to live a productive life for both himself/herself and
the Malawian society and nation. The child should develop high standards of
conduct, attitudes and sound judgement. These expectations are what
educationists describe as individual development in cognitive, affective and
psychomotor domains.

The cognitive domain deals with such behaviour as recall or recognition of
knowledge and manifestation of intellectual abilities and skills; the affective
domain is concerned with character, judgement, attitudes and interests, and
the psychomotor domain deals with manual and motor skills. Bearing in
mind that primary education is terminal for the majority of the children, there
should be greater emphasis on those practical skills that would enable them to
enter self-employment. Primary education should be broad-based, addressing
the whole range of pupils’ abilities and should aim at achieving permanent
functional literacy and numeracy in order to promote personal, family,
community and national development. Primary education should, therefore,
equip children with the appropriate knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to
enable them function as responsible and productive adult members in their
society after completing and leaving the primary school, thus, fulfilling the
expectations of the parents, learners, society and Government.

The rationale for the Malawi Government’s decision to provide quality
education by improving the curriculum among other things is documented in
the 1985-1995 Education Development Plan, and abridged in the Malawi
Government Statement of Development Policies 1987-1995. The Policy and
Investment Framework (2002) and the National Strategy for Teacher
Education in Malawi (2002 — 2012) further emphasize the need for quality
education including civic education in the context of social studies.



The revised primary education social studies syllabuses for Standards 5-8
attempt to address the above issues as well as incorporating into the
curriculum others that have emerged since the last review in 1991.

We are grateful to all those who were actively involved in the primary
education social studies curriculum review process. We are also greatly
indebted to GABLE/PPC project under Creative Associates International Inc.
(CAIl) and USAID - Malawi for their technical assistance and financial
support that made it possible for the primary education social studies
curriculum review to take place.

SA Hau (Dr)
SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology and the Malawi Institute
of Education (MIE) would like to thank all those who participated in various
capacities, stages and levels in the development, refining and final production
of this syllabus. They are particularly indebted to the following for their
contributions, towards the review of the syllabus:

Mrs A Chiponda Chancellor College, Zomba

Mrs VP Kabwila Formerly of Malawi Institute of Education

Mrs A Kachelenga Central West Education Division

Mors JC Kasambara Malawi Institute of Education, Domasi

Mrs E Lemani Malawi Institute of Education, Domasi

Mrs E Ngalande Malawi Institute of Education, Domasi

Mr A Chikaluma Domasi Demonstration School

Mr D Chasela Lilongwe Teachers’ Training College

Mr MN Chilambo Chancellor College, Zomba

Mr M Kungwaya Domasi Government Primary School

Mr JL Maganga Malawi Institute of Education, Domasi

Rev Dr DK Mphande Mzuzu University, previously Curriculum
Specialist, Religious and Moral Education,
Malawi Institute of Education

Mr DF Namate (late) Previously Curriculum Specialist, Social
Studies, Malawi Institute of Education

Mr EK Simbeye Malawi Institute of Education, Domasi

Professor JS Tlou

Virginia Institute of Technology, USA, formerly
Civics Curriculum Advisor, Malawi Institute of
Education.

The Ministry and Malawi Institute of Education are also grateful to Max |
Iphani for editing the syllabus, Masozi Christina Chisambi for typing the
manuscript, Jayne Matemba Bvumbwe for type-setting and effecting editorial
corrections. All the three are staff of the Malawi Institute of Education. Lastly,
but not least, special thanks go to USAID/Malawi for the financial, material
and technical support towards the development of this curriculum.



NATIONAL GOALS OF EDUCATION MALAWI

The national goals of education in Malawi fall under eight main categories of
skills. They are:

 citizenship skills

 ethical and socio-cultural skills

o economic development and environmental management skills

o occupational and entrepreneurship skills

o practical skills

o creativity and resourcefulness skills

» scientific and technological development skills

e contemporary issues and coping skills

Citizenship skills

Education should:

1 promote national unity, patriotism and a spirit of leadership and loyalty to
the nation in the learner

2 develop in the learner respect for the rule of law and good governance

Ethical and social-cultural skills

3 inculcate acceptable moral and ethical behaviour

4 develop in the learner an appreciation of one’s culture and a respect for
other peoples’ cultures

Economic development and environmental management skills

5 create in the learner an awareness of the dependence of Malawi’s economy
on agriculture

6 develop in the learner an awareness of appropriate environmental
resource utilization and management practices

7 develop an appreciation of the impact of rapid population growth on the
environment and the delivery of social services

8 create skills and foster attitudes that promote entrepreneurship leading to
self-employment

Occupational and entrepreneurship skills

9 develop an enterprising culture in the learner

10 impart vocational and entrepreneurship skills in the learner in order to
raise personal income and improve living standards

Practical skills

11 develop in the learner respect for practical work in order to stimulate
industrial development

12 encourage learners to utilize their physical potential



Creativity and resourcefulness skills

13 encourage in the learner the ability of maximizing the use of available
resources

14 develop in the a spirit of inquiry, independent thinking and problem
solving

Scientific and technological development skills
15 develop a spirit of scientific inquiry and practice in the learner
16 promote innovation and development of appropriate technologies

Contemporary issues and coping skills

17 develop in the learner an awareness of contemporary issues
18 acquire appropriate skills in coping with contemporary issues

Vi



PRIMARY SCHOOL EDUCATION OBJECTIVES

The primary school education objectives are as follows:

Citizenship skills

Pupils should:

develop a spirit of patriotism and national unity

develop a spirit of leadership and willingness to accept responsibilities
develop an awareness of their rights and responsibilities as citizens
develop tolerance for other people’s views, beliefs and practices
participate in the civic affairs of their community

develop an understanding of the symbols of nationhood

develop an appreciation and respect for personal and public property
show respect for the rule of law

develop an understanding of the principles and practices of good

O 0 NI O U = W IN -

governance
10 develop a spirit of self reliance

11 demonstrate the spirit of cooperation in communal affairs
12 show respect for other people’s rights

Ethical and socio-cultural skills

13 develop acceptable standards of behaviour

14 develop an appreciation of the value of the individual in society

15 develop an appreciation and respect for one’s culture and other people’s
cultures

16 develop moral, spiritual and ethical values

17 develop an awareness of the effects of beliefs, taboos and superstitions on
national development

18 acquire skills for peaceful conflict resolution

19 develop a positive attitude towards work

20 acquire appropriate socio-cultural skills

Economic development and environmental management skills

21 develop a positive attitude towards manual work

22 develop an awareness of the options available for various occupations

23 understand economic opportunities stemming from various occupations

24 understand the role of agriculture in Malawi’s economy

25 use various ways of paying for goods and services

26 develop an appreciation of Malawi’s environmental resources

27 appreciate the potential of human resources development to Malawi’s
economy

28 acquire self employment skills

vii



29 understand the effects of rapid population growth on environmental
resources

30 develop an awareness of the dangers of environmental degradation

31 use various methods for conserving Malawi’s natural resources

32 acquire appropriate practices on environmental resource utilization and
management

33 recognize the importance of keeping the environment clean and safe

34 develop an awareness of tourism as an industry

Occupational and entrepreneurship skills

35 acquire entrepreneurship skills

36 develop effective communication skills

37 apply organizational, managerial and decision making skills in everyday
life

38 develop appropriate vocational skills

Practical skills

39 develop study skills for intellectual growth and personal advancement

40 develop awareness of safety skills

41 apply safety precaution skills in everyday life

42 develop a strong and healthy body through hygiene, nutrition and proper
sanitation

43 develop interest in physical exercise, sports and recreation

Creativity and resourcefulness skills

44 develop the ability to utilize available local resources

45 acquire basic research skills

46 apply problem-solving techniques to new situations

47 develop a spirit of inquiry and independent thinking

48 develop the ability to maximize the use of their potential capabilities
49 develop the spirit of hard work and perseverance

50 develop an inventive and innovative mind

Scientific and technological development skills

51 acquire literacy and numeracy in basic scientific concepts

52 acquire appropriate scientific and technological skills for development
53 apply basic scientific and technological skills in everyday life

54 apply mathematical concepts and skills in everyday life

55 apply scientific principles to explain natural phenomena

viii



Contemporary issues and coping skills

56 develop an awareness of the impact of contemporary issues on national
development

57 acquire skills for coping with contemporary issues

Rationale

The new social studies curriculum for Standards 5-8 includes elements of
geography, history and civics. It covers these subjects in an integrated form.
The subject uses a spiral approach starting with the district, followed by the
country, Southern Africa, Africa and the world.

The curriculum is designed and planned to address the socio-economic and
political challenges that the nation is facing. The challenges include
misinterpretation of democracy and human rights, decline in respect for law,
social and moral decay, the HIV/AIDS pandemic, gender equality and equity,
drug and substance abuse, rapid population growth and unsustainable use of
the environment. The goal of the new Social Studies curriculum, therefore, is
to help learners to develop knowledge, skills and positive attitudes to
function in the civic life of their communities, the nation and the world, and
to develop a culture of responsible citizenship. It also aims at developing an
understanding of the socio-economic and political systems of other
communities in the world as well as the need for proper utilization and
conservation of the environment.

Subject objectives
The subject objectives for primary school social studies are as follows:

Citizenship skills

By the end of the Standard 8 social studies course in primary school, pupils
should be able to:

demonstrate a spirit of patriotism and national unity

accept leadership roles and responsibilities

exercise their rights and responsibilities as citizens

show tolerance for other people’s views, beliefs and practices
participate in civic affairs of the community

explain the meanings of the symbols of nationhood

care for personal and public property

show respect for other people’s property

show respect for the rule of law

10 describe the principles and practices of good governance
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Ethical and socio-cultural skills

11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

describe cultural aspects performed in the Malawian society

show respect for acceptable customs and beliefs in Malawian societies
explain the effects of beliefs, taboos and superstitions on personal
advancement and national development

explain the need to uphold moral, spiritual and ethical values
demonstrate acceptable standards of behaviour in society

explain the importance of the individual in society

demonstrate skills for peaceful conflict resolution

show appropriate socio-cultural skills in the community

compare the customs and traditions of Malawi with those of other nations
show an appreciation for the contributions of early civilizations to Malawi,
Africa and the world

assess the contributions of missionaries and colonial administrators to
Malawi as a nation

Economic development and environmental management skills

22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31

32

show an appreciation of the importance of manual work

identify various occupations and options

describe options available for various occupations and economic
opportunities

identify economic opportunities derived from the agricultural sector
identify various ways of paying for goods and services

describe Malawi’s environmental resources

describe various activities that lead to environmental degradation
explain the effects of rapid population growth on environmental resources
identify various methods of conserving Malawi’s natural resources
demonstrate appropriate practices on environmental resources utilization
and management

explain the importance of keeping the environment clean

Occupational and entrepreneurship skills

33

34
35
36
37

identify entrepreneurship skills available in the home, community and
society

use effective communication skills

demonstrate organizational, managerial and decision-making skills
identify vocational skills available in the home, community and society
develop an awareness of self-employment opportunities

Practical skills

38

demonstrate study skills for intellectual growth and personal
advancement



39 provide first aid in time of accidents at home, school, and on the roads
40 practise safety measures on the roads

41 practise personal cleanliness

42 keep the environment clean and safe

43 practise good health habits

44 develop self-employment opportunities skills

45 develop map-making skills

46 acquire map interpretation skills

47 develop graph drawing skills

48 acquire graph interpretation skills

Creativity and resourcefulness skills

49 utilise the available local resources

50 conduct simple research

51 undertake measures to address issues and problems in the community
52 analyse and solve problems on their own

53 use their potential capabilities to the full

54 work hard and persevere in their activities

55 come up with new ideas and techniques of doing things

Scientific and technological development skills
56 explain the causes of some natural phenomena

Contemporary issues and coping skills

57 explain the dangers of drug, alcohol and substance abuse, and HIV/AIDS
to national development

58 describe ways of avoiding drugs, alcohol and substance abuse, and
HIV/AIDS

59 suggest ways of ensuring equality and equity among males and females

60 explain the importance of equality and equity among females and males

Suggested teaching and learning experiences

This section of the syllabus shows the suggested teacher and pupil activities
which should help to achieve the preceding objectives. They are related to the
corresponding content and objectives in the syllabus.

The activities are participatory and are designed to develop the desired
knowledge, skills and positive attitudes. They are, however, not exhaustive.
Teachers are, therefore, encouraged to be as innovative as possible. Wherever
possible, they should select any other appropriate teaching and learning
experiences which can contribute to the attainment of the objectives.

Xi



The teaching and learning activities included in this syllabus are: discussions,
role plays, observation of the environment/field work, group work, verbal
reports, demonstration, debates, dramatization, analyzing cases, action-
oriented activities, brainstorming, developing futures wheels, research and
problem-solving.

Suggested teaching and learning resources

The social studies curriculum lays emphasis on an in-depth study of Malawi,
her neighbours, Africa and the world. It therefore requires resourcefulness in
the preparation and acquisition of teaching learning resources on the part of
the teacher.

Some of the teaching and learning resources that can be used include: maps,
pictures/photographs, newspaper cuttings/news board, video films, TV and
radio programmes, posters, charts, graphs and tables, samples, textbooks,
models, the local environment, the globe, pupils” experiences, resource
persons and case studies.

Suggested pupil assessment

The teaching syllabus has a section which can be used when assessing the
attainment of the objectives. The assessment may be in the form of oral
questions, short answer questions, short essays, teacher’s observation of
pupils” participation in the activities, sentence completion, multiple-choice
questions, true/false items and objective tests.

xii



SCOPE AND SEQUENCE CHART FOR SOCIAL
STUDIES: STANDARDS 5-8



STANDARD | POPULATION, PHYSICAL RESOURCE CIVIC RIGHTS SOCIAL EMERGING SAFETY
PAST AND ENVIRONMENT | MANAGEMENT | AND RESPONSI- | ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
PRESENT AND DEVELOP- | BILITIES
EVENTS MENT
5 e Composition of e Physical e Types of e Institutions in e Customs and e Gender roles e Accidents
the population in features in the resources the district traditions in the family roles and - atthe
Our District the district eg district - human e District district eg coming of responsibilities play
races and ethnic - land forms - natural administrative age, initiation gender ground
groups - drainage e Farming structures ceremonies, inequalities - inthe
Background of the - vegetation practices e Representative marriages and ¢ Drug, alcohol kitchen
people in the e Importance of e Manufacturing government funeral rites, and substance - at garden
district the physical industry e Typesofcourts | Cultural expressions use and abuse or field
- origin of major features in the e Fishing industry and their eg traditional songs, - Appropriate e Road safety
ethnic groups district e Transport and functions dances and dress use of drugs - pedest-
- social and e Destructive communication | e Rights and o Beliefs, taboos and and rians
economic life agents of the e Trade and responsibilities superstitions that substances - vendors
e Number of people environment (eg commerce and freedoms promote or retard - Abuse of - cyclists
in the district and people, animals for all citizens development drugs and - motorists
their distribution and natural e Useandabuse |e Human virtues substance - animals
e  Factors causes ie wind, of power and - impartiality - Effects of
influencing water, fires) status - tolerance drug and
population e Conservation of - justice substance
change in the the environment - prudence abuse
district - honesty - Prevention of
o  Effects of - fortitude drug and
population - temperance substance
change in the abuse
district - Counselling
e  Contributions of and
past and present rehabilitation
prominent leaders of alcoholics
in the district and drug
- traditional addicts
- religious
- political




STANDARD

POPULATION,
PAST AND
PRESENT
EVENTS

PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT
AND DEVELOP-
MENT

CIVIC RIGHTS
AND RESPONSI-
BILITIES

SOCIAL
ENVIRONMENT

EMERGING
ISSUES

SAFETY

e HIV/AIDS
- cause of
HIV/AIDS
- spread of
HIV/AIDS
- misconcep-
tions about
HIV/AIDS
- signs and
symptoms of
HIV/AIDS
- prevention of
HIV/AIDS
- impact of
HIV/AIDS
- care of
HIV/AIDS
patients




STANDARD | POPULATION, PHYSICAL RESOURCE CIVIC RIGHTS SOCIAL EMERGING SAFETY
PAST AND ENVIRONMENT | MANAGEMENT | AND RESPONSI- | ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
PRESENT AND DEVELOP- | BILITIES
EVENTS MENT
6 e Composition of e Location of e Development of | ¢ Chieftaincy e Factors which e Drug and ¢ Road safety
Our country the population in Malawi resources in - types of influence culture substance use - signs and
the country - neighbouring Malawi succession - language and abuse signals
e Origins of the countries - types of - structure - religion - causes - reflectors
population groups, | ¢ Major physical resources - duties and - music - misconcep- on cars,
their early features of - renewable responsibi- - folklore tions carts,
settlements and Malawi and non lities - political ideas - impact on the bicycles
contributions - land forms renewable e Social services - economics individual and - traffic
- Chewa - riversand e Industries - security e Cultural expression nation police
- Ngoni lakes - primary - health - stories - precautionary and
- Tumbuka e Climate of - secondary - education - folklore measures wardens
- Lomwe Malawi - tertiary - forestry - dance - counselling - pedes-
- Yao - temperature e Importance of - social welfare - songs and trian
e Past and present - rainfall industries in e Malawian - legends rehabilitation crossing
prominent leaders - seasons development constitution - myths of drug and
- traditional e Destructive - outline of the - dress addicts and traffic
- political agents of the constitution | e Justice, equality and alcoholics lights
- religious environment - function of human dignity e HIV/AIDS - precau-
¢ Historical events - people the - institutions that - risky tionary
and places in the - animals constitution safeguard justice, behaviours measur
country - natural causes equality and - impact of - Acc_ide-
- Christianity e Conservation human dignity HIV/AIDS in ntsin
- Islam of the - importance of Malawi sports
e Colonial environment observing justice, - living and
administration and equality and positively recrea-
influence on human dignity with tion
institutional * Respect for life HIV/IAIDS - Precau-
development - risky behaviour e Gender tionary
- role of the - strategies for - gender equity measure
British and preservation of - gender - first aid
Portuguese life equality
- role of traditio-
nal chiefs

o Population in the
country




STANDARD | POPULATION, PHYSICAL RESOURCE CIVIC RIGHTS SOCIAL EMERGING SAFETY
PAST AND ENVIRONMENT | MANAGEMENT | AND RESPONSI- | ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
PRESENT AND DEVELOP- | BILITIES
EVENTS MENT
¢ Population change e Peaceful conflict - prejudiceand | e Organisa-
in Malawi resolution discrimina- tions
- increase and - behaviours that tion based on dealing
decrease lead to conflict sex with road
- causes - strategies for - respect for safety in
- effects peaceful conflict each other Malawi
resolution - national
road
safety
council
of
Malawi
(NRSCM
- road
traffic
commis-
sion




STANDARD | POPULATION, PHYSICAL RESOURCE CIVIC RIGHTS SOCIAL EMERGING SAFETY
PAST AND ENVIRONMENT | MANAGEMENT | AND RESPONSI- | ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
PRESENT AND DEVELOP- | BILITIES
EVENTS MENT
7 e Ancient African e Theearth’s e Economic e Democratic e Aspects of culture in | o Gender e Safety rules
Southern Kingdoms of surface development ideals and Southern Africa - differences - at home
Africa Southern Africa - shape - transport values in e Unity in cultural between sex - at school
- Mwenemutapa - latitudes and - communica- government diversity and gender - in public
- Zulu longitudes tion e The democratic | e Peaceful coexistence - gender equity places
- Bemba - location of - trade process e Respect for life and - gender - onthe
e The East and Southern e Developments - structure of 5 for human dignity equality road
Central Africa in industry democratic - social justice - effects of e Natural
e African Slave e Southern Africa - farming government - tolerance culture on disasters
Trade - physical - fishing - political - cooperation and gender - earth-
e The missionary features - tourism parties and collaboration - gender and quakes
factor - climate and - mining the election - sharing development - floods
- Christianity vegetation - commerce process - self sacrifice e HIV/AIDS - mud
- Islam - natural e Everyday e Therole of the - patriotism - cause of flows
e Colonization of resources economics: constitutionina | e Respect for rule of AIDS - drought
Nyasaland - conservation - supply and democratic law - spread of e Road signs
e Federation of and demand society e Civil wars HIV/AIDS and signals
Rhodesia and management - work e Types of - causes - misconcep- o Traffic
Nyasaland of natural - money government in - effects tions and rules
e Independence of resources Southern Africa - peaceful conflict stereotypes
Nyasaland, e Problems e Social resolution about
Northern associated with institutions in HIV/AIDS
Rhodesia and using physical Southern Africa - signs and
Southern features as - NGOs symptoms of
Rhodesia international - SADC HIV/AIDS
e Population boundaries - COMESA in S_outhern
distribution in - lakes Africa
Southern Africa - rivers - prevention of
- impact on HIV/AIDS
resources care for
HIV/AIDS
patients




STANDARD

POPULATION,
PAST AND
PRESENT
EVENTS

PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT
AND DEVELOP-
MENT

CIVIC RIGHTS
AND RESPONSI-
BILITIES

SOCIAL
ENVIRONMENT

EMERGING
ISSUES

SAFETY

e Drugand
substance use
and abuse
- use of drugs
and
substances

- impact of
drug and
substance use
on the
individual,
family and
society

- counselling
and
rehabilitation
of alcoholics
and drug
addicts




STANDARD | POPULATION, PHYSICAL RESOURCE CIVIC RIGHTS SOCIAL EMERGING SAFETY
PAST AND ENVIRONMENT | MANAGEMENT | AND RESPONSI- | ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
PRESENT AND DEVELOP- | BILITIES
EVENTS MENT
8 e Population Position of e Socio-economic | e Types of e Cross-cultural e Gender ¢ Organisa-
composition of Africain activities governments expression inequalities tions
Africa and Africa relation to the - farming - monarchies - festivals e World efforts dealing
the world - Bantu world practices - socialist - music/songs for addressing with safety
- Negroes Major physical - fishing - dictatorship - dances gender - Automo-
- Nilotes features of - mining - democracies - food inequalities bile
- Hamites Africa and the - manufactur- e Therole of - language e Gender and Associa-
- Europeans world ing citizens and - dress development tion (AA)
- Asians World climates | ® National income leaders in a - education e HIV/AIDS - Interna-
e Early African Natural - sources democracy - sports e risky beha- tional Air
civilizations vegetation - budgeting e International e Cultural change viours Traffic
- Egypt Pollution and e Trade, transport and regional ¢ Organisations which - impact of A§SOCi-
- Ghana deforestation and communi- organizations promote cultural HIV/AIDS in ation
- Mali Conservation cation - UNO preservation Africa and the (IATA)
- Songhai and e Tourism - AU - UNESCO world - Interna-
- Axum management of | e Insurance - EU - Commonwealth - awareness tional
- Kush the global - OPEC - AU (Bureau of creation Maritime
e Greek and Roman environment - Common- languages and strategies for (_)rganisa-
civilizations wealth of culture) HIV/AIDS tion
e The West African Nations e International - world efforts (IMO)
Slave Trade e Human Rights relations and to find * Interna-
e Slavery in America - UN charter on promotion of peace vaccine and tional
e Partition of Africa human rights, in the world cure for Police
o Liberation of rights of e Respect for the HIV/AIDS (Interpol)
Africa women, dignity of the e Drug and ¢ Interna-
e Liberation children and individual substance abuse tional_
strategies the disabled o world efforts Traffic
- consumer for combating Code
rights drug and e Firebri-
- Abuse of substance gades
human rights abuse




STANDARD | POPULATION, PHYSICAL RESOURCE CIVIC RIGHTS SOCIAL EMERGING SAFETY
PAST AND ENVIRONMENT | MANAGEMENT | AND RESPONSI- | ENVIRONMENT ISSUES
PRESENT AND DEVELOP- | BILITIES
EVENTS MENT
¢ Prominent African
leaders (past and - drug
present): Kwame trafficking at
Nkrumah, Jomo global level

Kenyatta, Kamuzu
Banda, Nelson
Mandela, Bakili
Muluzi, Robert
Mugabe, Julius
Nyerere, Keneth
Kaunda

- world efforts
for combating
drug
trafficking




SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHING SYLLABUS

FOR

STANDARD 5

THEME: OUR DISTRICT



TERM 1

STRAND OBJECTIVES CONTENT SUGGESTED SUGGESTED SUGGESTED
TEACHING AND TEACHING AND PUPIL
LEARNING LEARNING ASSESSMENT
ACTIVITIES RESOURCES

Population, past | Pupils should be able to: | Population composition o

and present
events

1 describe the
composition of the
population in their
district

2 identify early settlers
in their district

3 trace the origin of the
early settlers in their
district

4 examine the social and
economic
contributions of early
settlers in their district

¢ Composition of the
population in their
district
— ethnic groups
— races

e Background of the
people in their district
— early settlers
— origin of the
early settlers

e Social and economic
contributions of early
settlers in their district
— hunting
— farming
— trade
— culture

¢ Discussing the
composition of the
population in their
district

¢ Surveying the local
community

¢ Brainstorming the
origins of early settlers
in their district

¢ Discussing the origin
of early settlers in their
district

¢ Analysing the social
and economic
contributions of early
settlers

e Role playing the
contributions of early
settlers

e Historical map of
Africa South of the
Sahara

e Artifacts/
e models

¢ Oral questions
e Observation
reports

e Short answer
questions

e Teacher’s
observation




STRAND OBJECTIVES CONTENT SUGGESTED SUGGESTED SUGGESTED
TEACHING AND TEACHING AND PUPIL
LEARNING LEARNING ASSESSMENT
ACTIVITIES RESOURCES
Physical Pupils should be able to: | Physical features
environment 1 locate their districton | e Location of the district | e Describing the location | ¢ Maps of Malawi e Short answer
a map of Malawi - by cardinal points of the district by showing questions
— using neighbouring cardinal points and districts/political maps
districts using neighbouring of Malawi
districts e Model maps of
Malawi
2 locate the major e Physical features of the | e Discussing the major e Physical maps of the e Map
physical features of district physical features district completion
their district — land forms ¢ Observing major ¢ Local environment exercises
— rivers physical features in the | ¢ Pupils’ experiences
3 describe the - lakes local environment
distribution of major - vegetation ¢ Locating the major

physical features of
their district

4 explain the importance
of the physical features
in their district

¢ Importance of the
physical features in the
district
— Boundary makers
— farming
- sources of water
— fishing
— scenic beauty
— tourist attraction
— communication

physical features of the
district

¢ Discussing the
importance of physical
features in their
district

¢ Debating the
importance of physical
features in their
district

¢ Surveying the local
environment

e Physical maps of their
district

¢ Local environment

e Pupils’ experiences

e Short answer
questions

e Observation
checklists

10




STRAND OBJECTIVES CONTENT SUGGESTED SUGGESTED SUGGESTED
TEACHING AND TEACHING AND PUPIL
LEARNING LEARNING ASSESSMENT
ACTIVITIES RESOURCES
Resource Pupils should be able to: | Resources
management and | 1 identify natural and e Typesof resourcesin | e Observing natural and | ¢ Local environment e Short answer
development human resources in the district human resources in e Pupils’ experiences questions
the district — natural the local environment | e Physical maps of the e Map
— human ¢ Discussing natural and district completion
human resources in exercises

2 explain the importance

of natural and human
resources in the
district

e Importance of natural
and human resources
in the district
— raw materials for

development
— expertise for
development
activities
- scenic beauty
- tourism

the district

o Categorising resources
into human and
natural

¢ Discussing the
importance of human
and natural resources
in the district

e Tourist maps of
Malawi
e Pupils’ experiences

e Short answer
questions
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STRAND OBJECTIVES CONTENT SUGGESTED SUGGESTED SUGGESTED
TEACHING AND TEACHING AND PUPIL
LEARNING LEARNING ASSESSMENT
ACTIVITIES RESOURCES

Civicrights and | Pupils should be able to: Social institutions

responsibilities | 1 identify social e Social institutions in | e Brainstorming social ¢ Local environment ¢ Oral questions

institutions in the district

examine the functions of
each of the social
institutions in the district

the district
— churches/mosques
— police stations
— post office
— courts
— health centres
e Functions of the
social institutions in
the district
— religion
— security
— communication
— judicial
— health

institutions in the
district

¢ Discussing the
functions of each of
the social institutions

e Visiting social
institutions in their
district

e Pupils’ experiences

e Pupils’ experiences

e Resource persons

e Pictures/photographs
of some of the social
institutions

e Short answer
questions

e Short answer
questions

¢ Oral questions

e Oral reports
from visits
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